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TRASS (A R T PES T A)
Trass is a kind of soil of volcanic origin and found abundantly in Indonesia. It has been
used as building material in the form of lime mortar or building element such as block or
panel. The use of this material has been proved to reduce considerably the construction cost
of a house or a bulding compared to that of conventional elements. During the implementation
of research cooperation between the Government Industrial Research Institute, Kyushu and the
Institute of Human Settlements in Bandung, several ways of increasing the quality of

building elements made of trass have been introduced to Indonesia. From this reseach

cooperation, it was also identified among other things, the wider possibilities of using
trass and other volcanic ejecta as raw material for the production of trass balloons, fine
abrassive material for glass/lenses, and glazing materials in ceramic industry. It is hoped
that the knowledge and the technology of using trass and other volcanic ejecta as have been
developed in various research institutes in Japan could also be transfered to Indonesia

through reseach cooperation such as the one that has been established between GIRIK and IHS.

Zulkarnaen Aksa,

Head, Building Materials Division,

Institute of Human Settlements.

S. M. Ritonga,
Director,

Institute of Human Settlements.
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